494      LETTERS OP GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
Chaplain of the 1st Engineers was absent without leave, and I ordered his return to duty forthwith. True, I had heard of a Clergyman of that name who had quit his profession to give strolling readings of Shakespeare, but I did not know that he had come into the army.
Some time afterwards I learned that he had left his post of duty and gone to New York on pretence of reading proof of a book, being published by General Gillmore for his private emolument, but that really in order to be out of the way of avoiding an investigation into the authorship of certain libellous publications in which the Chaplain and Gillmore were implicated, and which Gillmore had denied.
When in New York on the first of September following, the fact was brought to my notice that Hudson was strolling about the country having received my order, had refused to obey it. On my return to the army, as his pretext for absence was equally invalid as the true reason, and as he had refused to obey orders for two months without explanation, I issued an order for his arrest and return under guard if necessary. Upon his examination, a copy of which taken in shorthand will be found in Lt. Davenport's report, Hudson confessed in substance that he wrote a libellous article upon myself, submitted it to Gillmore, and after Gillmore's denial of any knowledge of the fact, was sent by him out of the Department lest his complicity should be discovered. That this was on the part of both the grossest violation of law none need be told, even if the pretence of business at New York was true.
His guilt being confessed, a trial to ascertain it would be but a form.,
Telling Hudson at the time that I could not dispose of his case because it was complicated with an offence personal to myself, I ordered him to await trial under close arrest, because he had expressly disobeyed orders and refused to return to duty.
The movements of the army gave me no time to organize a court for his trial even if I had the power, being in the light of prosecutor, and other and more important objects took my attention than Chaplain Hudson.
In the meantime, Chaplain Hudson was kept confined with as little restraint as possible until upon the representation of some gentlemen while I was in New York, and because I had been ordered there on duty for an indefinite period, I ordered the Chaplain's release.